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The Kath$sarit$8gar9' Somsdeva's Sanskrit classic, is as its 
title indicates, an ocean of tales— -tales of romance, adventure 
and humour. Of the tales of humour the best is perhaps the 
story of Manduka on which the first story rn this Amar Chrtra 
kathg is based. 

The s^erri rv~t stpry is adapted from a popular Hindi folktale 
which was evidently inspired by the story of Manduka. For story" 
tellers and the* ftaU\aearitsagar& was an endless stare^ 

house of themes . jFor/ffjat.jjiaiter, not only the humble bard but 
even scholarly posts and playwrights like Bhssa and Kalidasa 
had often turned to Somadeva's classic for a plot. 
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MANDUKA-THE LUCKY ASTROL* 

CW£- PAY A POOR WAS /WS/A5s " BY THE MOUSE OF* MERCHANT, 


* ,HEYf 
THERE'S 
A WEPP iNG 
eO(N(S ON 

THERE* j 


WHO TELLS ME ^NVTHjNS P 
EVEN WHEN f WAS P>CHiLP t 
_ EVER^BOP/ fSNO^EP J- 
Vv * .ME, . r,. , r " 


^ NO ONE 1 
EVEN BOTh'EREP 
TO TELL ME 
w ^BOUT IT. _ 


VOL} ARE £S PULL AS 
fl MANPLMA* IN 
\ WELL, y 


EXCEPT FATHER, OF 
COURSE* WHO NEVER FAILS? 
TO TELL ME ONE THINS 
EVERY SO often; 





Qmqr chiira. kotha 





J WJSH f COULP PO 
SOMETHING*” 
ANYTHING*” WHICH 
WOULP MAHE 
EVERYONE r-' 


THAT'S WHAT f'VE 
BECOME* A MflHPUKHt 
ANP t’M TIREP . 
V OF IT. . ( 


— S ,'T UP PfNP 
TAKE NOTiCE 
OF ME. 



THE BRAN MAMA RAN 



‘**ANP QUIETLY LBPAWR^ 
THE HORSE ON which the 
SRfPEGROQA 1 HAP COME, 
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■VI AND UK A - THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER 



HWCOULF r T 
PISPPPEA^PSO 
ASP LOOK FOR 

IT? y 


THE NEXT MORNING 


MASTER/ THE 

SRi PEG ROOD'S HORSE 

HAS P\SAPP£AREP* 


WE ALREAPT 
HAVE; MASTER, 


WHAT AM J TO 
PO HOWP 


IT HAS 
VAWSHEP 
WITHOUT 
fl TRACE. 


/ MflSTERj \ 

there’s a womu 

OUTBIPE WHO SAT'S 
WE SHOULP SEEK 
THE HELP OF HER 
L HUS3ASP. y 
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I SHALL REWARP ' 
*fCU HANPSOME Uf 
IF *fQU CAN HELP 
. OS BMP HIM* ^ 


GIVE ME A FEW 
MOMENTS ANP 
I SHALL TELL <iOU 
EXACTLY WHERE 
HE IS. 


^LfiL BNP 
THE HORSE WEAR 
THE STREAM. BUT 
MAKE HASTE, HE 
IS IN PANSER OF 
v BEING STOLEN. 


HOW WELL m PLAN IS 
W0RKIN3 j ALREAP* S'M 3E1N& 
TREAJEP AS AN HONOOREP 


UHIL2I l'miiu unnn 





MAN DUKA THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER 




THE MEBCHAHT>S SStftfWTS 
0E&AH TO TALM ABOUT WHAT 
THE MBAHMANA HAP PONE* 


*'■ anE 7 he tout as 

THE EXACT SPOT AT 
WHJCH WE COULF 
v FJNP THE A 
X HORSE? 


YOU 

PCN*T 

SAY? 



5 






umar cniri-a K«tna 



SOON PEOPLE EVERYWHERE 3ES&N 
TO SHOW Mm RESPECT* F=T V ,TC t 


EVERYONE 

SOWS T O MB 
„ NOW, 



AT LAST THE 
MflNPUKfl HAS 
JUMPEP CUT OP 
v THE WFLLj 



Wff SPREPP 

PER RNP W/PE r THEN ONE PHY — 


WE TALKS TO 1/ ALL GREAT x 
H.'MSELPf // MEN HAVE SOME 
PECLiL^RJTy OR 
^■nC\\ \ OTHER* 


f ARE 
YOU PPNpiT 
BHOJRAJP 


yOLK PRESENCE J5 
REQUESTED AT THE 
PALACE, PLEASE 
v COME WJTH , 
V ME, 


THE QUEEN'S 
NECKLACE HAS 
BEEN LOST >**OR 
STOLEN"* j 




^ J HAVE X 
HEARP THAT 
you once tolp 

A MERCHANT 
WERE HE CQULF 
I FINP HfS LOST 
HORSE* ^ 


MAN DUKA 



NOW WHAT 
AM J TO 

POP 


WELLP 


you 

CAN TAKE 
AS LONG AS 
you WANT. 




I wonper what the kjns will 
PO TOME WHEN HE DISCOVERS 
1 THAT I AM NOT A REAL 
S-i ___ ASTROLOGER* jf- -3^ 


NOT LEAVE 
THE 
FOLlNp, 
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omcif' chitha fcfltfia 






WELL"* WHY PIP i CLAIM 
TO BB WHAT I AM 
NOT P NO tV J W(LL r-" 
JUSf HAVE TO i 
PAY f ~OR IT , r A_ 


HE WILL SOON 
KNOW THAT IT IS 
I WHO STOLE 
NECKLACE. 


THE -a&MJMtm SHUT H/MSELF UR/NHS 
CHAMBER WP PREPARER POP THE WORST. 


CHAMBER— 


THE SRAHMRNP, UNAWARE THAT THE MP/P 
WAS PEERING THROUGH THE KEYHOLE* 
BEGAN TO SCCLP H/S 



MAN DUKA. - Thf LUCKY ASTROLOGER 



9 




atnar 


YOU HAVE COAWIITTEP 
A GREAT SfN.BUT 
\ SHALL FORGIVE YOU 
THIS ONCE, NOW 
WHERE IS THE j 
NECKLACE P <> 


chitra katha 





SOON 


/ YOU ARE 
WITHOUT PCU3T 
THE GREATEST 
ASTROLOGER 
\ I HAVE EVER 
X. ME T* 


' NOW TELL > 
ME WHO H \P 
the necklace 
V here P V 


THAT 

MUST REMAIN 
A SECRET 
. MAHARAU* 



" THERE 

ARE SOME 
THINGS WHICH 
EVEN t MAH 
v NOT KNOW, 
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man DUKA ■ THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER 


HE MOST HWE FOUNP 
THE NECKLACE IN THE 
PALACE ANP HIPPEN IT 
v HERE HIMSELF, V 


THERE IS SOME MYSTERY HEREj 
MAHARAJ. IF HE IS SUCH 
A (3 RE AT ASTROLOGER WHY 
CtfN*T HE TELL L'S WHO 

the thief IS f 


po you 

THINK SOP 


ALL ' 

right v 


( am AMAZEP 
BH HOUR POWER, 
C PANP/T, ANP 
yCU SHALL BE 
.WELL RSWARFEF 
\ FOR HOUR, 

5 N SERVICES* 


i WONPER 
what HE HAS 
, (N MJNP* 


CAN HO U TELL 
US WHAT IS IN 
THAT J ARf 


AFTER SOME TIME, THE 

WftS S&MfflQNEP 
TO THE HIW&'S CHAMBER* 


COME IHj 
FAnPITJJ. 


^ HOW 
NEATLY 
k HE HAS 
trappep 

v._, MEj 




a mar chifra katha 



**'ANP THAT 
\ FQOLEP HIM ANJ? 
r EVERVBOPy 
V ELSE, r 


NOW I'LL HAVE 
TO TELL HIM THAT 
[ AM HOT REALLY 
AN ASTROLOGER-' 


/ THERE 
15 FNPEEP 
A MANJ7UKA I N 
V THE JAR, 


WELL PONE 1 1 ShiOJLp 
NEVER HAVE POU&TEP 
YOUR POWERS, . 


O MAHPUmJ YOU 

WERE BETTER 
OFF IN THE 

well . y 


THE M!N& XEWHRPEP THE SHHHMHNA 
W/TH COS7LH GIFTS'" IT' H 



THE HIDDEN MEANING 


THERE WAS CNCR A FARMER* HE 
WAS HARP~WURti!N& BUT HQ T 
TOO 3R/GBT ANP EVERYONE 
CALLS? MM 3UPPHURAM, HE 
WAS A CONTENTS? SOUL ANP 
HAP NQ AMBITIONS* 



EVERYONE I© 
BURN'S SUFFflLCES 
OR LAMP*-* EXCEPT 

V US* A 


our neighbour's 

SON- tH- LAW HAS 
BOUGHT TWO 
v BUFFALOES* J 

\ I jAT] 


you msr 

MME MONEY 
SOMEHOW* 



qmar chit pa katha 




MATTERS CAME TO A HEAP WHEN ONE 
PAY THE NEIGHBOUR EXC/TEPLY BURST 
i'NTO THE HOUSE. f | — TV 


WJ-WTf 



MY HWSflflNP HPS 
8£EN HQNOUREP BY 
THE KING ! 


WHAT f 




OH, WHAT 
NEWS—ER, FOR WHAT 
PIP THE Kr NS HONOUR 




THE HIDDEN IVtEAMFNG 


YES. HE RECITEP 
ONE OF HB POEMS 
. TO THE K!N<3* 


THE WNS WAS SO PLEAS EP 
WITH IT THAT HE FRESE SITE? 
M¥ HUSBFNP WITH TWO A 
eOLp OOJNS f 


TWO GOLF 
COINS J 


HO IV 

MARVELLOUS* 


ISN'T IT ? IF 
YOU'LL EXCUSE 
Mg 3 j MUST RUSH 
\ HOME. 


FROM NOW ON \ 
I WON'T HAVE 
A .MOMENT'S 
REST, EVERYONE 
WILL WANT TO 
MEET M¥ A 
HUS&ANP* J / 


ANP FROM NOW ON SHE ? LL 
BECOME EVEN MORE 

. insufferable. 


i IT'S ALU BECAUSE 
OF THAT P\ M-WITTEP 
HUSS^NF OF MINE J JF 
ONLY HE WOOLF 
PO SOMETHING 
T SPECTACULAR j 



ornar chifra katha 






HE DEI'S '■■ ■ A.MNG 





TF HER HUSSflNp CAN 
WRJTE POETJtVj SO 
can you* 



¥OJ J LL GET VOi iR TOOP 
AS SOON AS ¥0U HAVE 
LEARNT THE FIRST 
v LETTER OF THE 

V alphabet. X 


l # LL TEACH ¥0U THE 
alphabet first* we'll 
BEGIN RIGHT 

now! 


WHAT 

ABOUT 

pOOPP 


1,1 






EV£py MS W/F£ WQUtP TEACH MM 
OAE L~-T=i? Qp THE ALPHP&ET"* 


"*P\P THEN SHE WQi/LP SENP MM TO THE 
RfVERS/PE TO PRACTISE WR/T/NS /T m rr 7 


1 Vt> ^ 



THE HIDDEN MF AUING 







"■ YOU NBEP 
INSPIRATION TO 
W RITE POETRY, 
MY PRISNP f 
. INSPIRATION! 


/ mot who, vvh.pt. 

/ JNSPrRATION JS 
A PEELING f WHEN 

wu get inspired 

P THRILL RUNS 

< through ^cur 

BOPYANP " 1 
"" PNP'IV 


"“'OMf 

never 

MINP* 


WHO*S 
THAT P 



*WVfi V HE .«E TUfSNEP HOME 
HE MRP TO AEC/TE ALL 
THE L£ TTEES H& W/EE 
HAP TAUGHT HiM* 





U=E &&CAME MfSEMABLE A3? BUPAE^AM 


W HY POE 5 N f T SHE LEAVE 
ALONE p 1 WAS 
NAPPY JUST BEING 
A PARSER. 


?0 



THE HIDDEN MEANING 





W'hat ? s happen, 'ns p 
WHY'S m WHOLE 
TREMBLING P 
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a mar 


WHfiFT A STROKE 
of luck* But MOW 
THAT t HAVE SOT 
INSPIRATION \ MUST 
WRITE A POEM * T 


BUJ ABOUT 
WHAT P ABOUT 
r WHOfA P _ 




THE HIDDEN MEANING 


THiKE! J HAVE 
COMPPSEP 
w A POEM f 


VQU PSP JT JN WATER ANP 
SHARPEN IT, AGAIN ANP 
AGAIN. O KAUA, t CAN 
]:■ REAP vCXJft MNP. 


Zr/S 1 



OH } WHAT A POEM* 
MV WSFE WILL BE 
ASTOUNPEPl T 


mffiPMffim HOME 


■ WIFE I 
W/FEf ] HAVE 
COMPOSER 
> A POEM * 





omar cKilro kafho 



*iOU PIP JT IN WATE. R 
ANP SHARPEN IT 
AGAIN ANP AS AIK. 

0 KALI At 

1 CAN REAP W3UR 

^ MNP, . 


what 
pc you 

THINK OP 
r r p 


!'"ER'" 
IS THAT 
A POEM? 



OF COURSE, IT IS? 

I HAP INSPIRATION 
f TELL <fOU ! > 




WELL, NOW THAT YOU HAVE 
A POEM, VOU J P SETTER SO 
TO THE PALACE flNp 
. RECITE it BEFORE 

the kins* ' 



YOU PIP 
IT IN WATER, 
ANP SHARPEN 



the ^lODf '■ 1 .seamm; 



J HAVE COME 
TO RECITE 
v A POEM, 


/ NOD 
1 can go ' 
IN, THE 
SESSION 
NAS JUST 
BEGUN. 



BVA&HUR/9M WENT tN $NP TOOK &/5 PLACE 
AMONG THE POETS, 


BOMB OB THEBE MEN WERE EAME& 
THROUGHOUT THE LANp ANp THEY HELP THE 
AUPtENCE SPELLBOUNP. 



NOW THE^LL 
KNOW WHAT REAL 
. POETRY is, 


aUPPHURAM m/TEP IMPATIENTLY POP MS TURN. FINALLY 
THE LAST MAN PiN/BHEP MS RECJ TAT/ON. — r CL — "T 



iS --ERE 
ANY SOP- Y 
LEPT P 


YOU ' 
MAY BEG IN. 
THEN, J 



omor chrtra katrvu 



*OU PIP IT [N WATER 
ANP SHARPEN IT 
A&Alhi ANP A&AINS 
O HALtA 3 

jcm REAP HOUR 
PU. MWP. ,-^ 



IS THAT 

A POEM? 





ANP THB 

MAN APPEARS SO 
GONRPENT* he'£ 
SURELV NOT 
_ A POOL, J 


WELL} 

WHAT PiP HOU 
THINK OF THE 
, POEM P y 


W£U- 
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THE HlODEM ^EANItiG 




IT JS obvious that the 

POEM. IS— ER'" PREGNANT MTH 
. MEAN \NGi MAHARftd, 


JUSTUS 
J TH0U6HT* 



CAN ANYONE 
INTERPRET 
THE POEMP 


\** m 

UH** r NO f 
MQHARfU. 


INTERPRET P 

I THOLiGHT 
i T WAS JUST 
NONSENSE, 



LET THE POEM BE 
WRITTEN ON A 80 ARP 
h IN THE COURTYARD 


JP ANYONE CAN ^ 
INTERPRET THE 
POEM , HE SHALL 
3E REWARPEP 
W/TH TEN SOLP 
COINS ! "/ 





omctr cniTrq Kurnti 



BUPPHtiRmVS COMPOSITION WPS WRITTEN 
ON A HUGE BOARP ANP THE BO ARP WAS 
SET UP IN THE COURT HARP < r-rr — ; 


WHAT ABOUT MEj 

v j 


r you 
TOO IV^LL GET 
YOUR REWARP 
BUT JN PUE 
V COURSE* , 


%%>js 



MANY POETS ANP 
SCHOLARS PUZZLBP 
OVER THE RHYME™* 


*“3UT NO ONE COULP SEE ANY 
SPECIAL MEAN/NS IN THE WQRPS 


p/p IT INWATER, 


\ flH p SHARPEN !T ’ 
fl&AIH AMP AGAIN- 

0 KAUAt 

j CPN ASAP WUR 
M>NP, 



PAYS PASSER, THEN ONE MORNING, 
AS THE NINE WAS BEING PREPARER 
POR A SHAVE BY HIS BARBER — 


WHET’S THE MATTER 
HAUA f YOU 
RRTHER 


THE BARBER PIC HEP 
UP HIS RAZOR-*- 




'N TO A CUP 


2S 





THh HIT) OF N MFANK4G 




PO WHflT? 


CUT HOUR 
THROAT, 




ampr chifrcJ kotho 


THAT POEM ftAS 
A PROPHECY /»Np 
ALSO A WARNING 
TO THE BARBED 
f AM FORTUNATE 
■ I REC1TEP ft JUST 
MOW, a 


GUARD! 



OH , WHAT 
A WONPERPUL 
MAN MV 
HUSBANP V 
is! ^ 






SO tT ms THAT BUPPHURAM BECAME A GREAT 
HERO, THE H(NG RBWARPEP HM HQHPSCMEL? 
ANP HE RETURNER HOME ' RICH ANP FAMOUS. 





daCurtfta/UC/‘i£‘y&? 


Jtaevan and Hahu meet the human -est creatures 


THE THINGS DOLPHINS DO! 



f>4an has long been 
fascinated by ciol ph i»ns. 

Ln return. these (ribndly 
mischievous creatures 
Often seek the company 
of men. Many scientists 
believe that dolphins 
may be among the most 
intelligent creatures on 
earth., .as intelligent as 
man, it not more so. 
Ancient Greeks believed: 
(hat they were actuary 
humans wfto exchanged 
land for sea, assuming 
(he term of fishes. 


■■ 

Dolphins ('ir. be trained 
ro perform amazing 
tricks. Such as 
comp heated leaps and 
jumps, spins, dives, 
splashes — often in time 
ro music. Or puiling a 
dog on a surfboard- Qr 
^eyeni pi ay mg basketball. 


One dolgh in-trainer 
trained hig pets to tidy up 
their pool He would 
reward them with hsh for 


Dolphins produce a rich 
variety Of SOU n n 5 oy 

shifting air. through 
passages in their sktil, 

A 'lens’ of fat rrt theii 
forehead focuses 
these sounds. L3y 
studying echoes 
dotphins car-, pinpoint 
small marble.dropped 
into the far end of a' 
pool. 




are near, dolphin 
stick theii noses our c 1 
the water and make 

so-unds.They are probably 
trying to communicate 
with men. Scientists are 
studying their 
language 50 f cfcl 
that they j , 


every brt oi trash they 
(etched from the water. 
He g few suspicious 
when one 12-year old 
named Dr. Spook began 
cSaimmg (00 many 
rewards. He 'inally 
realised that rjr SpodK 
had hidden a stack of 
waste paper In a comer 
of the pool , and was 
exchanging ii for fislv bit 
by bit. The dolphin was 
training the trainer 1 


Millions of yes=rs ago 
dolphins were land 
dwellers, Gradually t 
took to- She sea. 
changing their entire 
body structuFe. 
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